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PREFATORY. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Australia  extends  over  an  area  of  nearly  2,975,000 
square  miles,  or  more  than  one-fourth  the  area  of  the  whole  British  Empire. 
Some  additional  idea  of  its  comparative  size  may  be  realized  when  it  is  noted 
that  this  vast  territory  is  larger  than  the  United  States,  four-fifths  the  area 
of  Canada,  nearly  three-fourths  the  area  of  Europe,  and  more  than  25  times 
larger  than  the  United  Kingdom,  Italy,  or  Hungarv.  The  prcjspective 
settler  will,  therefore,  easily  understand  that  the  Commonwealth  can  offer 
the  choice  of  a wide  diversity  of  soil  and  climate.  In  regard  to  the  latter 
feature,  moreover,  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  bv  reason  of  its  insular  geo- 
graphical position,  and  its  peculiar  ])hysical  c(.)nfiguration,  Australia  is  less 
subject  to  extremes  of  temperature  than  are  similar  laud  masses  in  other 
parts  of  the  globe.  Coupled  with  this  equableness  of  climate  there  is  a 
profusion  of  bright  sunny  days,  and  it  is  to  this  ha])])v  conjimction  that 
the  open  air  life  and  love  of  sport,  so  characteristic  of  the  Austi-alian  peojjle, 
are  largely  due.  One  of  the  first  things  which  in  all  probabilitv  would  strike 
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a newcomer  to  Australia  is  the  absence  of  that  violent  contrast  between 
rich  and  jioor  which  is  unfortunately  so  marked  a feature  in  older  lands. 
It  would,  of  course,  be  idle  to  state  that  there  is  absolutely  no  poverty  in 
Australia  ; but  it  can  be  confidently  affirmed  that  no  one  in  Australia  is 
born  into  conditions  of  poverty  from  which,  as  in  other  coimtries,  he  cannot 
ho]ie  to  escajie.  There  is  no  hereditary  pauper  class  here,  and  poor  rates 
are  neither  levied  nor  required  in  any  of  the  Commonwealth  States.  The 
comparatively  small  amoimt  of  distress  occasionally  met  with  is,  moreover, 
easily  and  efEectively  provided  for  by  State  and  local  effort.  Another 
feature,  to  which  attention  has  often  been  drawn,  is  the  absence  of  stiffness 
and  restraint  in  social  relations  generally.  Many  of  Australia’s  best  and 
most  prominent  citizens  are  and  have  been  self-made  men,  and  mere  social 
conventions  have  not  hindereil,  nor  will  they  hinder,  the  humblest  manual 
labourer  from  rising  to  the  most  distinguished  positions  the  Commonwealth 
has  t(.)  offer.  In  regard  to  other  matters,  it  may  be  stated  that  industrial 
ctmditions  are  goexi  and  well-regulated.  The  eight  hours’  day  is  in  force  in 
many  occupations  ; there  is  legislative  restraint  of  sweating,  as  well  as 
efficient  supervision  of  factory  conditions.  Further,  as  will  be  shown  in  a 
succeeding  section,  the  State  jirovides  free  primary  education  ; religion  is 
entirely  untrammelled  ; there  is  provision  for  the  aged  and  infirm  ; and 
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justice  is  dispensed  with  an  even  hand.  Altogether  it  seems  fair  to  assert' 
that  social  conditions  in  Australia  are  easier  and  happier  than  in  most 
other  countries  of  the  world.  In  support  of  this,  it  may  be  stated  that  persons 
from  other  lands  who  have  lived  for  some  time  in  Australia  find  that  foreign 
social  conditions,  as  well  as  climate,  are,  by  comparison,  extremely ^'1 
irksome. 
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EDUCATIONAL  FACILITIES  IN  AUSTRALIA. 

* The  accoinpanying  pages  do  not  purjiort  to  give  a scientific  analysis 
of  Australian  educational  systems.  Their  sole  aim  is  to  afford  to  inquirers, 
presumably  unacquainted  with  Australian  conditions,  some  idea  of  the 
educational  facilities  available  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Introductory. 

It  may  be  well  to  point  out  that  in  all  the  six  States  of  the  Common- 
wealth, primary  education  is  compulsory,  secular,  and  free,  while  there  is 
no  racial  or  religious  bar  to  the  admission  of  a child  to  any  of  the  State 
educational  institutions.  Moreover,  as  will  be  shown  later,  there  exists  in 
all  the  States,  such  liberal  provision  in  the  way  of  scholarships  and  bursaries 
to  the  higher  State  schools,  to  some  of  the  more  advanced  private  schools, 
and  to  the  Universities,  that  many  children,  who  might  otherwise  be  debarred, 
are  thereby  afforded  an  ojiportunity  of  participating  in  the  highest  educational 
advantages  that  the  States  can  respectively  offer. 


Public  Library,  Melbourne. 


The  Control  of  Education  in  Australia. 

On  the  1st  January,  1901,  the  six  sejiarate  Australian  Colonies,  viz., 
vew  South  Wales,  Victoria,  Queensland,  South  Australia,  Western  Australia, 
nd  Tasmania  were  federated  under  the  name  “ Commonwealth  of  Australia,” 
he  designation  of  “ Colonies  ” being  at  the  same  time  changed  to  that  of 
' States.”  But  the  transfer  to  the  Commonwealth  of  the  “ States  ” Depart- 
lents  of  Education  was  not  ju’ovided  for  in  the  Constitution  Act,  and  such 
course  has  not  since  been  seriously  considered.  It  will  be  understood, 
lierefore,  that  each  State  possesses  its  own  well-defined  scheme  of  education, 
nd  while  in  general  principles  the  various  schemes  closely  resemble  each 
ther,  each  system  has,  nevertheless,  been  developed  on  the  lines  thought 
est  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  particular  State. 

* Note. — It  is  to  he  clearly  understood  that  the  various  State  Educational 
lei  irtment.s  are  continually  on  the  alert  to  improve  their  .systems  of  instruction, 
'bile  the  information  given  lierewith  is  therefore  suhstantially  correct,  there  have 
;en  various  modifications  and  improvements  in  details  since  its  compilation. 
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Administration  of  Departments  of  Education. 


The  Deiiartinent  of  Education  in  each  State  is  under  the  control  of  a 
Minister  responsible  to  Parliament,  and  is  professionally  admimstered  by  a 
permanent  official  under  the  title  of  Director  of  Education  (Chief  Inspector 
111  two  States),  together  with  the  usual  complement  of  district  and  loca 
inspectors.  In  view  of  the  large  expenditure  on  the  educational  branch 
of  the  State  Services,  and  the  importance  of  such  a Department  a co“i- 
paratively  young  and  rapidly  expanding  conimimity,  special  hononr  attaches 
to  the  position  of  Minister  of  Education,  and  at  one  tune  or  another,  some 
of  Australia’s  most  distinguished  iniblic  men  have  held  the  portfolio. 


Museum  and  Art  Gallery,  Perth,  Western  Australia. 


Provision  of  Educational  Facilities. 

\ prospective  settler  in  Australia  might  very  well  inquire  whether  th, 
Stat.‘s  provided  educational  facilities  for  the  children  of  people  who  electee 
to  settle  in  the  more  remote  country  districts.  To  this  query  the  answe: 
is_Yes.  Moreover,  in  describing  in  the  following  pages  the  educationa 
facilities  available  in  Australia,  a commencement  will  be  made  by  outlimn 
the  methods  employed  by  the  States  to  provide  for  education  in  the  remot 
or  sparsely  settled  .listricts.  Thereafter  some  account  will  be  given  of  th 
ordinary  State  schools,  the  special  or  higher  State  schools  the  ^echn  c 
schools,  and  the  Universities.  Lastly,  a brief  reference  will  be  made  to  th 
position  of  the  private  schools  ; i. c.,  schools  not  directly  under  the  coiitn 

of  the  Education  Departments. 


Education  in  Sparsely  Settled  Districts. 

The  education  of  children  in  the  “ oiitdiack  ” districts  is  P/ovided  for 
various  ways.  In  places  where  there  is  an  insufficient  number  of  childri 
to  warrant  the  establishment  of  an  ordinary  State  school,  what  are  ca  e 
provisional  ” schools  are  supplied.  These  are  small  “ one  teacher  sc  o 


Social  Conditions  in  Australia. 


7 


often  housed  in  a temporary  building  ; but  sup])lied  with  adequate  equip- 
ment for  primary  instruction.  Wliere  tliere  are  less  than  a dozen  children 
or  thereabouts  available,  and  living  too  far  from  each  other  to  warrant  the 
formation  of  a provisional  school,  “ half-time  ” schools  are  founded,  the 
teacher  visiting  these  at  alternate  periods.  In  still  more  thinly-peopled 
areas,  a travelling  or  “ itinerant  ” teacher  is  appointed  to  go  from  house  to 
house  within  prescribed  limits. 


Group  of  Queensland  Public  Buildings. 

! 1.  Scliool  of  Arts,  Marvliorongh.  'J.  Town  Hall,  Toow oonilxi. 

j 3.  Court  House,  (lyiiipie. 

>iThe  Ordinary  State  Schools. 

I Excluding  schools  in  the  sparsely-jieopled  areas  alluded  to  in  the  pre- 
feeding  paragraph,  it  may  be  noted  that  the  ordinary  State  schools  range  in 
itjsize  from  the  small  institution  attended  by  perhaps  a dozen  pupils,  to  the  large 
i>|[netropolitan  schools  with  an  average  attendance  running  into  some  thousands. 
■^|Particular  care  is  always  taken  in  the  location  of  these  schools,  in  order  to 
ijie  cure  healthiness  of  site,  coupled  with  ease  of  access  by  the  scholars.  Where 
i(|3he  distances  are  too  great  to  expect  the  children  to  walk  to  the  school,  the 
Departments  provide  free  convevances,  and  in  some  cases  arrange  for  free 
•ailway  fares.  Careful  attention  is  given  to  the  orientation  and  lighting 
d the  buildings  and  to  the  provision  of  all  necessary  hygienic  equipment. 

!l!o-education  is  in  vogue  in  all  the  schools,  with  the  exception  of 
he  larger  institutions,  and  is  found  to  work  admirably.  Throughout 
Vustralia  a system  of  medical  examination  of  school  children  is  in 
.iperation.  Where  defects  are  noticed,  they  are  either  dealt  with  by  the 
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school  medical  officers,  or  the  parents  are  notified  as  to  the  course  of  treatment 
necessary.  It  may  he  noted  here  that  the  teachers  are  expected  to  make 
the  schools  and  their  surroundings  as  attractive  as  possible.  The  old-time 
dust-collecting  maps  and  charts,  which  in  by-gone  years  disfigured  the 
school-rooms,  have  now  been  largely  replaced  by  artistic  and  instructive 
collections  of  pictures,  cabinets  of  natural  history  specimens,  and  other  useful 
educational  aids.  Wherever  })ossible,  the  school  grounds  have  been  partly 
laid  out  in  tastefully  designed  gardens,  while  many  of  them  possess  agricul- 
tural ])Iots  in  which  experiments  in  the  raising  of  various  crops  are  carried 
on.  ( Generally  sjieaking,  it  may  be  said  that  throughout  Australia  particular 


])ride  is  taken  in  the  appearance  of  the  schools  and  their  surroundings  by'i 
yjarents,  school-committees,  and  teachers.  The  importance  of  play  and'i 
physical  exercises  is  not  lost  sight  of,  and  swimming  is  taught  wherever  the^' 
necessary  facilities  are  available.  Australian  school  curricula  in  each  Statf  ® 
have  been  carefully  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  each  class  of  school.  Thejr^ 
do  not  merely  represent  the  ideas  of  any  particular  Minister  or  Director' o:*! 
Education,  but  have  been  drawn  up  after  conferences  of  the  heads  of  thf" 
De]iartments  with  the  inspectors  and  teachers  of  all  grades.  Briefly  putie 
the  ideals  aimed  at  in  the  curricula  are  (1)  to  make  the  teaching  as  practica|iii 
as  possible  ; (2)  to  relate  the  lessons  to  the  needs  of  the  particular  school 
district ; (3)  to  cultivate  the  self-activity  of  the  chihh’en.  While  the  teachb 
ing  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  for  example,  is  in  accordance  with  thb, 
latest  methods,  increasing  attention  is  devoted  to  the  presentation,  in  conL 
formity  with  modern  pedagogics,  of  such  subjects  as  geography,  historyL 
and  civics  and  morals.  The  old-time  so-called  “ object  ” lessons  have  no-vL 
been  largely  replaced  by  well-defined  courses  in  nature-study,  and  in  th 
lower  grades  especially,  a fair  amount  of  time  is  being  devoted  to  trainini 
in  “hand  and  eye”  work.  In  regard  to  school  discipline,  it  may  be  noteiot 
that  the  “ Wackford  Squeers  ” type  of  teacher  is  non-existent  in  Australia  lot 
Corporal  punishment  is  rarely  resorted  to,  and  the  school  government  through  ciii 
out  may  be  characterized  as  being  mild  and  firm,  yet  non-repressive.  icr 
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iThe  Higher  State  Schools. 

1 As  the  provision  for  more  advanced  education  is  not  on  the  same  lines 
in  all  the  States,  an  outline  will  therefore  be  given  of  the  types  of  the  higher 
^'schools  in  each  State  separately. 


Australia’s  Genial  Climate  enables  Outdoor  Carnivals  to  be  carried  on 
throughout  the  Whole  Year. 

I New  South  W'ales. — In  this  State,  schools  which  provide  advanced 
ourses  of  instruction  for  pupils  who  have  completed  the  primary  course  were 
hT  lassed  as  Superior  schools.  In  1913  the  schools  of  this  type  were  re-organized, 
nd  divided  into  Superior  Commercial  Schools,  Superior  Junior  Technical 
lie  Schools,  and  Dome.stic  Schools  for  Curls.  Advanced  education  is  provided 
tf  or  the  children  in  country  centres  by  the  establishment  of  1 )istrict  Schools, 
ev  Tiese  schools  are  specially  staffed,  and  undertake  the  work  of  preparing 
ultudents  for  admission  to  the  teachers’  training  colleges.  There  are  also 
i)(  welve  high  schools  in  the  State,  and  five  ” intermediate”  high  schoo’s  have 
it  'een  provided  to  meet  the  growing  demand  for  secondary  education  in  the 
.j  letropolis,  and  others  will  be  established  as  required. 

In  connexion  with  the  development  of  secondary  education  in  New  South 
^ V^ales,  a liberal  scheme  of  scholarships  has  been  provided,  304  bursaries  and 
48  scholarships  having  been  awarded  as  a result  of  the  examination  for  the 
ualifying  certificate.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Unirersity  Amendment 

ILct  of  litl2,  86  exhibitions  were  awarded  at  the  leaving  certificate 
xaminations.  and  of  these  66  were  given  to  State  school  pupils. 

j Victoria.  Early  in  1912  action  was  taken  in  this  State  to  give  effect 
■f  5 the  provisions  of  the  Education  Act  of  1910  with  regard  to  the  decentraliza- 
j;  on  of  the  system  of  secondary  education.  Eighteen  higher  elementary 
ihools  were  established,  while  the  number  of  district  high  schools  was 
icreased  to  22.  With  the  exception  of  the  Melbourne  High  School, 
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the  whole  of  the  institutions  are  in  countr}^  centres.  Special  effort  has  been 
made  to  relate  the  instruction  given  in  these  institutions  to  the  needs  of 
the  districts  wherein  they  are  situated.  The  qualifications  for  admission  to  the 
high  schools  and  the  higher  elementary  schools  are  that  juipils  shall  not  be 
less  than  twelve  years  of  age,  shall  jjossess  the  qualifying  certificate  or  its 
equivalent,  and  that  their  parents  shall  give  an  undertaking  that  the  children 
will  attend  for  four  years.  At  the  end  of  two  years  the  common  course  is 
replaced  by  four  special  courses,  viz.,  (1)  Preparatory  Course  for  pupils  in- 
tending to  proceed  to  the  University,  to  enter  the  teaching  jirofession,  or  to 
obtain  a sound  general  education  ; (2)  an  Agricultural  Course  to  be  pursued 
in  the  agricultural  high  schools ; (3)  a Commercial  Course  ; and  (4)  a 

Domestic  Arts  Course,  designed  to  give  girls  a thorough  training  in  domestic 
duties  and  home  management  as  well  as  a good  general  education.  Parallel 
with  the  common  course  and  the  s])ecial  courses  for  high  and  elementary 
schools,  an  inrlustrial  course  has  been  arranged  for  pupils  of  about  thirteen 


Remodelled  City  School, 


years  of  age.  This  course  is  spread  over  three  years,  and  consists  of  jiractica 
mathematics,  science,  drawing,  and  various  forms  of  manual  work,  designee 
with  a view  to  lay  the  groundwork  for  develojting  a supply  of  future  artisans 
(Scholarshi])s  and  exhibitions  are  provided  by  the  Victorian  Department  o 
Education  at  examinations  held  at  the  close  of  the  year,  as  follows 
(1)  “ Ordinary,”  tenable  for  four  years,  providing  for  such  higher  educatioi 
at  a State  high  school  or  an  approved  registered  secondary  school  as  woulc 
qualify  the  holders  to  proceed  to  a degree  at  the  Melbourne  University  or  tc 
a science  course  at  a technical  school ; (2)  “ agricultural,”  “ mining,”  am 
veterinary  ” scholarships,  tenable  for  four  years,  enabling  the  holder  t( 
obtain  such  higher  education  at  approved  schools  as  would  qualify  for  pro 
ceeding  to  degrees  in  agriculture,  mining,  or  veterinary  science  at  the  Mel 
bourne  University  ; (3)  “ junior  teacher  scholarships,”  tenable  for  two  yean 
and  enabling  the  holders  to  obtain  free  tuition  at  a State  high  school  in  th 
course  of  instruction  and  training  for  junior  teachers. 
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Several  scholarships  in  addition  were  granted  by  the  councils  of  the 
various  district  agricultural  high  schools. 

The  following  exhibitions  were  offered  at  the  annual  examinations  held 
in  conjunction  with  the  Senior  Public  Examinations  of  the  Melbourne 
University  : — (1)  “ Ordinary,”  tenable  for  six  years,  enabling  holders  to 
proceed  to  any  degree  or  diploma  at  the  University  or  to  a science  course 
at  an  approved  technical  school ; (2)  “ agricultural,”  ” mining,”  and 
“ veterinary  ” scholarships,  also  tenable  for  six  years,  enabling  holders  to 
proceed  to  degrees,  &c.,  in  agricultural,  mining,  or  veterinary  science  at  the 
University. 


Collins-street,  Melbourne,  Victoria. 

Queensland.  - Prior  to  the  year  1912  Queensland  did  not  possess  any 
idistinctly  secondary  schools  entirely  under  State  control,  but  in  February 
mf  that  year,  high  schools  were  opened  at  IVarwick,  Uympie,  Bundaberg, 
' Alount  Morgan,  iMackay,  and  Charters  Towers.  Free  tuition  is  given  in  these 
'^schools,  but  students  must  ])ass  a qualifying  entrance  examination.  In 
Ismaller  centres  it  has  been  decided  to  provide  secondary  tuition  at  existing 
'State  schools  where  the  attendance  warrants  it,  and  this  has  been  arranged 
mor  at  Herberton,  Childers,  Gatton,  Dalbv,  and  Roma.  Ten  grammar  schools, 
■*ihowever — six  for  boys  and  four  for  girls — have  been  in  existence  for  some  time. 
*'^Each  of  these  is  subsidized  by  the  State  to  the  extent  of  .S3,G50  per  annum, 
'“^and,  in  addition,  receives  a ])ayment  of  .SI, 21b  per  annum  for  providing  dis- 
•’'trict  scholarships,  as  well  as  $60  per  annum  for  each  open  scholarship  holder 
'I  in  attendance.  These  scholarships,  50  in  number,  are  granted  to  State  school 
"'■pupils.  In  order  to  conserve  the  interests  of  children  of  poor  parents,  it  is 
^^roposed  to  make  the  scholarships  available  at  the  nearest  higher  State  or 
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private  secondary  scliool  as  well  as  at  the  teclmical  schools,  and  to  grant 
living  allowances  to  the  holders.  Since  the  year  191)9  the  grammar  schools 
have  been  regularly  examined  by  the  Insjiector-i.Teneral  of  the  State  Education 
Department.  Scholarships  to  the  Queensland  University  number  twenty, 
are  tenalde  for  three  years,  and,  besides  tuition,  cany  a cash  allowance  of 


$250  per  annum  if  the  liolder  has  to  live  away  from  home,  and  $125  per 
annum  if  the  holder  lives  at  home  dining  the  cour.se  at  the  University.  At 
the  time  of  preparation  of  this  pamphlet,  proposals  to  extend  largely  the 
provision  for  free  secondary  education  were  under  consideration  by  the 
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Queensland  authorities.  These  proposals  apply  both  to  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  secondary  institutions  and  the  provision  of  scholarships  and 
bursaries. 


Victoria  Bridge,  Brisbane. 


South  Australia.  Including  the  Adelaide  Iligli  School,  this  State 
possesses  nineteen  district  high  schools.  In  addition  to  giving  secondary 
education,  these  institutions  are  largely  drawn  upon  by  the  State  for  its 
supply  of  young  teachers.  Careful  attention  has  been  devoted  to  the  staffing 
of  the  schools,  and  to  the  adaptation  of  the  instruction  to  the  needs  of  the 
districts  wherein  they  are  situated.  Provision  for  scholarships  anrl  bursaries 
has  been  made  in  accordance  with  the  following  scheme  : — (1)  Eight  jiublic 
exhibitions  are  open  to  bovs  and  girls  who  have  been  bona  fide  residents  of 
South  Australia  for  two  years  prior  to  the  conijietitive  e.xamination.  These 
exhibitions  are  tenable  for  three  years  at  an  approved  school  or  college,  carry 
free  tuition  and  books,  and  an  allowance  of  .SPlS  per  annum  when  the  holder 


Public  Buildings,  North  Terrace,  Adelaide. 
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A Popular  South  Australian  Seaside  Resort. 


live.s  away  from  home.  (2)  Forty  exliihitioii.s,  tenalile  for  tliree  years  at  a 
high  school,  are  open  to  coiipietition  hy  childi'en  under  tinrteen  years  of  age 
in  attendance  at  State  ]uiniary  scliools.  (3)  Fight  senior  exhibitions,  wortli 
.S2(H)  ])er  aniiuin,  and  four  of  the  value  of  are  tenable  at  the  Adelaide 

High  School,  and  ojieu  to  ])upils  of  any  high  school  under  State  control. 
(4)  'I'welve  Coveriiuient  bursaries,  of  which  six  are  reserved  for  pupils  of  the 
High  S(diooIs.  'riiese  are  tenable  at  the  Hnivcrsity,  and  the  holders, 
ill  addition  to  free  iuition,  receive  a grant  of  .Slot)  per  annum  during  the  pre- 
scribed course  ill  the  various  faculties.  Idie  (loverument  also  provides 
; sdstaiice  to  studiuits  who  are  unable  to  adtend  the  University  during  the 
day  by  grauting  studentships  id'  S t<S  each  in  science  and  $33’ GO  in  arts. 


Exhibition  Building,  Adelaide. 


Physical  Drill  Forms  an  Important  Part  of  the  School  Curriculum, 
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Western  Australia.— The  Perth  Modern  School  opened  in  1911  is 
designed  to  give  a four  years’  course  of  instruction  to  pupils  admitted  at 
about  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  General  education  is  given  in  the  first  twc 
years,  but  in  the  final  years  specialization  is  aimed  at  in  order  to  meet  the 
needs  of  future  University  students,  teachers,  agriculturists,  scientific  and 
business  men  ; and,  in  the  case  of  girls,  to  give  tuition  in  domestic  economy 
to  those  desirous  of  it.  The  school  accommodates  about  -100  pupils,  and  the 
instruction  is  free.  Some  few  years  ago,  the  plan  was  adopted  of  bringing  to- 
gether into  central  schools  the  pupils  of  the  upper  classes  of  the  ordinary  State 
schools  in  order  to  secure  more  economical  and  elficient  teaching,  and  it  is 
intended  that  these  central  institutions  shall  form  the  nucleus  of  future 
high  schools.  Continuation  classes  were  inaugurated  in  fourteen  centres  in 
1911.  The  classes  are  intended  to  ])rovide  some  measure  of  higher  education 
to  those  who  leave  shcool  on  reaching  the  compulsory  age  of  fourteen  years. 
Admission  to  these  classes  is  free,  but  ])U]nls  must  attend  regularly  three 
evenings  each  week.  The  scheme  of  exhibitions  at  present  in  force  comprises 
three  University  exhibitions  valued  at  875(1  each,  tenable  for  three  years  at 
any  registered  University  in  the  British  Empire  ; seven  senior  exhibitions, 
valued  at  8125  each,  tenable  for  one  year;  and  twelve  junior  exhibitions, 
valued  at  875  each,  also  tenable  for  one  year. 

Tasmania.— A new  scheme  of  State  secondary  education  providing 
for  courses  of  study  extending  over  four  yeai’s  came  into  operation  in  January, 
1913,  and  high  schools  were  e.stablished  at  Hobart  and  Launceston.  These 
schools  provide  five  courses  of  instruction,  viz.  : a Teacher’s  Course ; a 
Secondary  Cloui'se  - genei-al  education;  a Commercial  Course;  an  Industrial 
Course  ; and  a Domestic  Course.  No  fees  are  charged,  but  jmpils  must  pass 
an  entrance  examination.  For  country  children  who  desire  to  become 
teachers  there  are  available  twenty  grants  of  the  value  of  8Pld  per  annum. 
At  the  beginning  of  1914,  fourteen  scholarships  were  awarded  by  the 
Scholarship  Board.  Eleven  of  these,  worth  875  each  for  three  years,  were 
gained  by  town  chihlren,  and  three,  worth  8200  each,  were  won  by  country 
children.  Five  exhibitions  of  the  value  of  8P*1*  pei’  annum,  tenable  for  three 


Town  Hall,  Hobart,  Tasmania. 
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years  at  scliools  approved  by  tlie  University  Council,  are  awarded  liy  the 
University  on  the  result  of  the  Junior  Examination.  It  is  proposed  to 
replace  tliese  scholar,ships  at  an  early  date  by  a liberal  scheme  of  State 
bursaries. 

Expenditure  on  State  Schools. 

The  States  have  committed  themselves  to  liberal  expenditure;  on  public 
education.  In  the  last  ten  years  the  expenditure  on  State  schools  throughout 
Australia  has  been  increased  from  $11,120,1)00  to  .$11,1:80,000. 

The  Teaching  Staff  and  Training  Colleges. 

New  South  Wales.-- The  chief  institution  for  the  training  of  teachers 
in  this  State  is  the  Blackfriars  Training  College  in  Sydney.  There  is  also  a 
branch  institution  specially  set  apart  for  the  training  of  candidates  for  the 
position  of  teacher  or  assistant  at  the  small  counti-y  schools.  Aspirants  for  the 
position  of  teacher  in  the  ordinary  schools  receive  a preliminary  training  in 
the  various  distfict  schools.  In  addition  to  receiving  a thorough  training  in 
theoretical  and  practical  pedagogics,  a large  propoilion  of  the  Training 
College  students  attend  lectures  at  the  University  and  proceed  to  various 
degrees.  The  Department  has  also  introduced  the  jiractice  of  sending  some 
of  the  best  students  for  short  courses  of  training  in  Europe,  and  these 
students  obtain  first-hand  knowledge  of  the  latest  develojnnents  in 
educational  theory  and  practice.  The  principal  of  the  Training  College  is  also 
Professor  of  Education  at  the  University  in  Sydney.  In  addition  to  ]iossessing 
certificates  of  competence  in  regal’d  to  teaching,  most  of  the  Insjiectors 
and  higher  teachers  hold  University  degrees. 

Victoria.  In  this  State  candidate  teachers  are  trained  under  expert 
teachers  in  the  district  high  schools  or  the  agricultural  high  schools, 
the  period  of  jirobation  being  followed  bv  a course  of  two  years 


Evidence  of  the  Benefits  of  Physical  Culture  in  an  Australian  School. 


C14-27n.— B. 
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in  tlie  Senior  Training  College  at  Tlelbourne.  The  lectures  at  the  college 
are  also  attended  by  fair  numbers  of  private  students  desirous  of 
qualifying  for  certificates  as  infant  kindergarten  or  jirimary  teachers. 
Corres])ondence  classes  have  been  formed  for  the  assistance  of  country 
teachers.  Adequate  ]irovision  is  made  for  practical  training  in  the  city  and 
country  jiractising  schools. 


Exhibition  Building,  Melbourne. 

Queensland.  -A  training  college,  has  been  established  recently  in  con- 
nexion with  the  I'niversity  at  Jlirsbane,  and  a scheme  evolved  which 
provides  for  25  sjiecial  teacher  scholarshijis  to  the  University,  each 
with  a course  of  two  years  to  be  provided  annually. 

Ten  of  the  scholarships  may  be  carried  on  for  a third  year  and  five  for 
a fourth  year.  The  University  is  to  jirovide  an  education  group  of  subjects 
including  logic,  ])sychology,  and  education,  while  practical  training  will  be 
intrust(‘d  to  a Training  blaster  appointed  by  tlie  Department.  The  graduates 
from  the  two  years’  course  will  be  a])])ointed  to  the  primary  schools,  and 
those  from  the  three  and  four  years’  course  will  be  available  for  the  high 
schools  and  secondary  schools.  Short  courses  of  training  are  arranged  for 
teachers  of  small  scliools.  In  the  meantime  young  people  of  both  sexes 
are  admitted  to  the  service  as  pupil  teachers  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
and  in  addition  to  practical  training  by  the  ])rincipals  of  the  schools  to  which 
they  are  appointed,  they  also  receive  instruction  in  the  subjects  specified  for 
examination.  ( )ne  or  two  of  the  larger  schools  have  been  specially  staffed 
and  equipped  for  training  in  kindergarten  methods,  and  these  methods  have 
been  introduced  into  the  infant  departments  of  some  of  the  larger  schools. 

South  Australia.—  The  system  of  training  in  force  in  this  State  was  re- 
modelled and  improved  in  the  year  1910,  when  increased  provision  was  made  for 
instruction  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching.  Distinct  courses  of 
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training  were  established  to  prepare  teachers  for  work  in  primary  and 
infant  schools,  and  an  advanced  course  for  the  training  of  high  school 
teachers.  Practice  in  teaching  is  gained  by  the  student  teachers  at  the 
Observation  School,  which  also  provides  training  for  teachers  rpialifving 
for  appointment  to  the  provisional  schools. 

Western  Australia.  -A  training  college  for  teachers  was  opened 
in  this  State  in  1902.  At  present  the  full  course  in  the  training 
college  lasts  two  years.  There  is,  in  addition,  a .special  course  of  six  months 
intended  for  teachers  of  small  country  schools,  and  the  trainees  are  drawn 
partly  from  those  already  acting  as  teachers  and  partly  from  outside  a]ipli- 
cants  after  examination.  Candidates  for  the  full  course  are  admitte  1 from 
both  State  and  private  schools  after  a competitive  test.  The  course  is  both 
acade.nic  and  practical,  and  several  .special  .schools  have  been  establishetl  to 
give  the  best  training  in  regard  to  the  latter  aspect.  Moreover,  the  general 
training  of  country  teachers  is  carefully  supervized  by  the  inspectors,  who 
conduct  schools  of  instruction  in  different  country  centres. 

Tasmania.  --  In  this  State  the  system  of  training  teachers  has  been  remodelled 
with  a view  to  increased  elHciency,  and  the  new  provisions  will  come  into 
operation  in  1914.  Prior  to  entering  the  'lh  aining  College,  ])rospective  students 
will  be  given  a four  years’  course  of  instruction  at  a high  school.  After  obtaining 
the  leaving  certificate,  the  candidates  will  then  be  drafted  to  selected  schools 
to  serve  as  junior  teachers  for  a year  in  order  to  gain  such  knowledge  as  will 
enable  them  to  appreciate  more  fully  the  jjrofessional  training  at  the  college 
in  the  following  year.  The  trainees  will  attend  at  the  University  for  instruc- 
tion in  the  higher  branches  of  certain  subjects,  and  in  some  cases  will  be 
given  a second  or  third  year  to  enable  them  to  qualify  for  Arts  or  Science 
degrees.  It  is  intended  in  the  near  future  to  establish  model  country  schools 
as  adjuncts  to  the  practising  schools. 


Every  Physically-fit  Schoolboy  in  Australia,  on  reaching-  the  age  of  14  years, 
is  Trained  to  Defend  His  Country. 
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The  Spread  of  Education  in  Australia. 

Tliat  the  States  liave  been  successful  in  at  least  spreading  the  benefits 
of  primary  education  will  be  ap]')arent  from  the  fact  that  whereas  only  48 
pei-  cent,  of  the  children  between  five  and  fifteen  could  read  and  write  in  1861, 
the  proportion  had  increased  l)y  the  Census  year  1911  to  over  90  per  cent. 

Another  common  method  of  testing  the  sjjread  of  education  is  to  compare 
the  number  of  mark  signatures  with  the  total  number  of  persons  married 
during  each  year  of  a series.  Since  the  year  1861  the  proportion  of  mark 
signatures  has  dro])ped  from  nearly  25  to  less  than  .1  ])er  cent.,  and  bids 
fair  to  practically  disappear. 

The  States’  F^rovision  for  Agricultural  Education. 

General.-  The  States  ])rovide  for  agricultui'al  training  in  various  ways. 
First,  l)y  preliminary  training  at  the  State  schools,  and  at  special  institutions 
under  the  control  of  the  1 lepartments  of  Education ; second,  by  means  of  agricul- 
tural colleges  and  experimental  farms  ; thii’d,  by  medium  of  lectures  and 
demonstrations  given  by  exjierts  attacheil  to  tlie  States  Departments  of  Agri- 
culture ; and,  fourth,  by  (in  some  instances)  courses  of  training  at  the 
Universities. 

Agricultural  Training  at  State  Scho-ols.  -'Fhe  question  of  agricultural 
training  in  connexion  with  the  onlinary  State  schools  has  received 
considerable  attention  in  New  South  Wales.  A teacher  of  school 
agi’iculture  has  been  a])])ointed  to  visit  schools  and  districts  for  the 
pur])Ose  of  giving  instruction  to  teachers  and  scholars,  the  officer 
selected  havdng  the  dual  (|ualifications  of  a thoiough  acquaintance  with  agri- 
cultural woi'k  as  well  ns  of  scliool  methods.  The  Education  Department 
makes  grants  of  seeds  of  various  kinds  to  the  schools  having  gai’dens,  and  in 
some  instances  has  installed  windimll  ]ilants  to  provide  an  adequate  water 
supply,  rractical  lessons  in  elementary  agriculture  are  given  at  the  Agri- 
cultural High  School  at  Jlurlstone.  near  Sydney,  and  this  institution  serves 
as  a ste])]iing  stone  to  the  llawkcsburv  Agricultural  College.  Scholarships 
are  granteil  to  students  at  the  ffurlstone  school,  and  these  entitle  the  holder 
to  free  tuition  at  the  Ifawkesbury  College,  together  with  a grant  of  $7 
])er  annum  for  text  liooks.  llural  camp  schools  are  organized  each  year 
for  the  pui’pose  of  giving  teachers  and  scholars  first-hand  knowledge  of 
country  districts. 

In  Victoria,  what  are  termed  Agricidtural  High  Schools  have  been  estab- 
lished in  different  country  centres.  Ihqiils  at  these  schools  must  be  at  least 
fourteen  years  of  age  on  entrance  and  have  passed  beyond  the  curriculum  of 
the  elementary  school,  or  else  lie  able  to  afford  satisfactory  proof  that  they 
are  qualified  to  profit  by  the  instruction  offered,  d’he  schools  are  practically 
secondary  schools  with  an  agricultural  bias,  and  form  a link  between  the  rural 
school  and  the  agricultural  colleges.  A local  council  has  been  appointed 
for  each  institution,  and  exercises  a general  oversight  in  regard  to  its  opera- 
tions. The  experimental  plots  at  the  schools  have  been  very  carefully  planned 
and  have  aroused  much  interest  amongst  the  farmers  in  the  surrounding 
districts.  The  Department  has  appointed  a Supervisor  of  Agriculture,  who 
reports  and  gives  advice  on  the  teacliing  of  agriculture  in  the  ordinary  State 
schools.  Elementary  agricultural  teaching  is  now  given  in  about  700  of  the 
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State  schools.  A fair  number  of  teacliers  has  gained  diplomas  in  Agri- 
culture, and  will  be  in  a position  to  give  practical  instruction  at  the  high 
schools.  About  650  schools  are  affiliated  with  the  State  Schools  Horticultural 
Society. 


Queensland  possesses  an  agricultural  college  and  several  experimental 
farms,  but  there  is  no  agricultural  institution  directly  connected  with  the 
Education  Department.  There  is,  however,  a departmental  teacher  of  agri- 
culture, who  visits  the  schools  and  supervizes  and  gives  instruction  in  agri- 
culture, horticulture,  and  nature-study  work.  Excellent  experimental  work 


An  Agricultural  College. 
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has  lieen  carried  out  at  several  schools,  while  school  gardens  have  been  laid 
out  wherever  circunistances  jierniitted.  At  the  (4atton  College  short  courses 
of  instruction  for  teachers  liave  l)een  instituted,  and  large  numbers  of  teachers 
are  now  capable  of  giving  instruction  in  milk  and  cream  testing. 

In  South  Australia,  a special  teacher  gives  instruction  in  horticulture 
and  nature-study  work,  and  sn])ervises  where  required  the  laying  out  of 
school  gardens  and  experimental  {)lots.  The  Public  Schools  Floral  and 
Industrial  Society,  founded  over  3<)  years  ago,  holds  annual  exhibitions  of 
school  products,  and  has  for  many  years  undertaken  the  distribution  of 
seeds  amongst  school  children  at  a very  chea])  rate. 

In  Western  Australia,  the  number  and  usefulness  of  the  school  gardens 
and  experimental  yilots  show  marked  impiovement  each  year.  An  advisory 
teacher  of  nature-study  has  been  aj)j)ointed  to  visit  tlie  schools  and  give 
practical  instruction  in  regard  to  horticulture  and  experimental  agricultural 
work. 

State  Agricultural  Colleges  and  Experimental  Farms. — New  South 
Wales.-  In  connexion  with  more  advanced  training  in  agriculture,  and  for 
the  pur])Ose  of  conducting  experiments  in  various  branches  of  agriculture 
and  dairy  work,  this  State  now  possesses  an  agricultural  college  and  farm, 
together  with  sixteen  exjierimental  farms.  Theoretical  instruction  in  agri- 
culture, cou])led  with  practical  work,  forms  part  of  the  curriculum  at  the 
Sydney  Technical  College. 

Victoria.  -Agricultural  colleges  and  experimental  farms  have  been  estab- 
lished in  this  State.  A j)ermanent  reservation  of  1. 'll), 000  acres  of  Crown  lands 
was  made  by  way  of  endowment  for  these  institutions,  and  this  area,  together 
with  other  lands  reserved  as  sites  for  such  institutions,  is  vested  in  three  trustees 
a])])ointed  by  the  (.lovernor.  Provision  was  also  made  for  the  appointment 
of  a Council  of  Agricultural  Education,  consisting  of  eleven  members,  of  whom 
five  are  elected  by  the  various  agricultural  societies  throughout  the  State  ; 
five  are  nominated  by  the  Covernor  ; while  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is 
also  a member  of  the  Council,  and  acts  as  its  Treasurer.  Two  agricultural 
colleges  and  five  exjierimental  farms,  orchards,  and  vineyards  have  been 
established  in  suitable  districts. 

Queensland.  This  State  possesses  an  agricultural  college,  several 
exjierimental  farms  in  the  temperate  districts,  and  nurseries  in  the 
tropical  yiarts  of  the  State.  Prior  to  their  establishment,  a large 
amount  of  preliminary  work  was  carried  out  by  various  instructors 
in  regard  to  stock- Ineeding  and  the  growing  of  crops  adapted  to 
the  various  portions  of  the  State.  Suitable  types  of  wheat  have 
been  evolved,  and  the  dairy  farmers  in  the  remote  districts  were 
instructed  by  means  of  travelling  dairies  in  the  best  methods  of  dealing  with 
this  class  of  farming.  Exjieriments  at  the  State  Fruit  Farm  have  been 
carried  on  over  a nundrer  of  years  in  order  to  determine  the  varieties  of  fruit 
suitable  to  particular  districts.  In  common  with  the  other  States,  careful 
inspection  is  made  of  imported  fruits,  &e.,  to  provide  against  the  intro- 
duction of  insect  and  fungus  pests. 
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South  Australia.— It  is  to  this  State  tliat  the  honour  l)elongs  of 
starting  the  first  experimental  farm  in  the  Commomvealtli.  Tlie  State 
Parliament  in  187fi  determined  upon  the  establishment  of  a School 
of  Agriculture  with  an  experi- 
mental farm  under  the  super- 
vision of  a Professor  of 
Agriculture,  and  the  first 
series  of  exjierimental  wheat 
plots  were  laid  down  at 
Roseworthy  in  1882.  Experi- 
mental work,  principally 
directed  towards  the  im- 
provement of  the  wheat 
yield,  has  proceeded  largely 
on  three  main  lines  - 

(1)  The  determination  of 
varieties  of  wheat  suital)le 
for  particular  localities ; 

(2)  the  improvement  of 
methods  of  cultivation  ; and 

(3)  the  use  of  manures.  A 
Central  Agricultural  Bureau 
has  been  established  at 
Adelaide  under  the  control 
of  an  Advisory  Board,  and 
there  is  a large  number  of 
members  throughout  the 
agricultural  districts.  The 
bureau  assists  farmers  lyv  dis- 
seminating knowledge,  intro- 
ducing new  plants,  and 
improving  breeds  of  stock, 
and  acts  as  a medium  for 
keeping  the  Agiicultural 
Department  in  touch  with 
the  producers.  ^Meetings  are 
held  by  the  l)ranches  of  the 
bureau,  at  which  subjects  of 
interest  to  the  surrounding 
agriculturists  are  discussed. 

Western  Australia.  This 
vState  possesses  four  expeii- 
mental  farms,  where  students 
are  instructed  in  the  latest 
methods  in  regard  to  agri- 
culture and  stock-breeding. 

Lectures  are  also  given  at 
various  centres  by  dairy  experts,  by  horticultural  and  viticultural  experts, 
Ac.,  together  with  demonstrations  in  cultivation,  pruning  of  vines  and 
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trees,  and  culture  methods  generally.  The  Department  of  Agriculture 
assists  growers  by  disseminating  information  adapted  to  the  needs  of 
the  various  districts. 

Tasmania.-  -A  Government  experimental  farm  has  just  been  estab- 
lished in  this  State. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  courses  in  agri- 
culture are  given  at  some  of  the  Universities,  while  the  Commonwealth 
Government  proposes  to  establish  a Commonwealth  Bureau  of  Agriculture. 

Technical  Education  in  Australia. 

As  the  provision  for  technical  education  varies  very  considerably  in  the 
different  States  of  the  Commonwealth,  a brief  sketch  of  the  position  in  each 
State  will  be  given. 

New  South  Wales.-  The  chief  centre  of  activity  is  in  the  metropolis, 
where  a very  fine  technical  colleee  and  technological  museum  have 
been  established,  the  college  having  bten  opened  for  the  reception  of 
students  in  181*2.  Branch  institutions  were  also  opened  at  Maitland, 
Newcastle,  Bathurst,  Broken  Hill,  Albury,  and  Goulburn.  In  other 
centres  technical  classes  were  foinied  wherever  the  prospects  appeared 
sufficiently  encouraging.  In  fact,  it  has  been  stated  that  this  continued 
juovision  of  various  kinds  of  classes  caused  the  system  to  lie  a rather 
unwieldy  congeries  of  accretions,  and  it  is  now  jiroposed  to  reorganize 
it,  and  bring  it  into  more  effective  co-ordination  with  the  ordinary  State 
school  system  and  wdth  the  University.  Under  the  new  system  Trade 
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Schools  will  supersede  the  branch  technical  colleges,  and  the  students  will 
be  restricted  to  those  actually  engaged  in  the  trades  concerned.  It  is  also 
hoped  to  arrange  for  more  effective  preliminary  training  at  the  State  schools, 
in  order  that  the  students  may  be  able  to  make  speedier  progress  in  the 
various  techuical  classes.  It  is  proposed  to  Iniild  new  Trade  Schools  in 
several  of  the  metropolitan  areas,  and  to  estaldish  institut'ons  in  the  country 
wherever  circumstances  demand.  Effective  co-operation  of  both  employers 
and  employees  has  been  sought  and  obtained.  Higher  training  in  the  various 
brandies  of  mining  and  engineering  is  afforded  by  the  Schools  of  Mines  and 
Engineering  at  the  University,  and,  as  mentioned  previously,  it  is  intended 
to  bring  the  Technical  College  and  University  instruction  in  these  subjects 
into  more  effective  co-ordination. 

Victoria.  In  this  State  technical  instruction  in  mining  has  for  many  years 
received  considerable  attention,  the  Ballarat  School  of  iMines,  which  was  estab- 
lished so  far  back  as  187(1,  having  achieved  an  Australasian  reputation,  while 
some  of  its  graduates  have  reached  positions  of  considerable  importance  in  other 
countries.  Fine  work  was  also  done  at  the  School  of  Mines  in  Bendigo,  and, 
later,  excellent  courses  of  training  were  evolved  at  the  Workingmen’s  College 
in  IMelbourne.  The  general  scheme  of  technical  education,  however,  for  many 
years  was  lacking  in  cohesion.  It  is  now  proposed  to  place  all  technical 
institutions  under  the  control  of  the  Education  Department,  and  some  of 
them  have  already  been  transferred,  while  others  will  be  taken  over  as  soon 
as  the  necessary  arrangements  can  be  made.  The  Department  hopes  that  the 
agricultural  and  district  high  schools  referred  to  in  a preceding  section 
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will  serve  as  an  effective  link  between  the  ordinary  State  schools  and  the 
technical  schools.  The  largest  technical  institution  in  Victoria  is  the  Working- 
men's  College  in  Tlelbourne,  which,  in  addition  to  giving  instruction  in  a large 
number  of  technical  subjects  is  also  a school  of  mines.  There  is  also  a large 
and  rapidly  expanding  suburban  technical  college  at  Glenferrie.  and  its 
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inception,  like  that  of  the  former  institution,  was  largely  due  to  the  muniti- 
cence  of  a private  citizen.  In  addition  to  the  Schools  of  Mines  already 
referred  to,  there  is  a flourishing  technical  college  at  Geelong,  as  well  as 
schools  of  mines  in  other  country  centres,  such  as  Tlaryborough.  Bairnsdale, 
and  Stawell.  Six  junior  technical  schools  have  been  established  to  give 
preparatory  instruction  in  technical  work. 
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Queensland.  - The  control  of  technical  education  in  this  State  is  vested  in 
the  Education  Jiepartnient.  At  ])resent,  the  Director  of  Technical  Education 
is  assisted  l)V  a Superintendent  and  an  Insjiector  of  Technical  Colleges.  During 
1913  there  were  sixteen  colleges  in  operation,  distributed  in  the  chief 
centres,  and  branch  classes  are  held  in  other  di.stricts.  The  colleges 
at  Ifrisbane,  Warwick,  and  Alackay  are  under  the  direct  control 
■of  the  Department,  while  the  remainder  are  managed  by  committees  under 
departmental  supervision.  Considerable  attention  is  lieing  devoted  to  the 
ilevelopment  of  trade  classes,  and  the  technical  college  authorities  have  been 
assisted  by  the  Queensland  University  professors  in  the  pre])aration  of  a 
properlv  organized  svstem  of  trade  instruction.  The  Dejiartment  now  pays 
Sin, ()()()  ])er  annum  to  the  technical  colleges  for  the  instruction  of  selected 
State  school  ])upils  in  approved  subjects.  Tuition  by  corresjiondence  is 
given  bv  the  Central  Technical  School.  It  is  believed  that  the  raising  of 
the  school  age  to  fourteen  years,  coupled  with  the  development  of  the  high 
schools,  will  result  in  a more  effective  co-ordination  between  ordinary  and 
technical  education  in  the  State. 

South  Australia.  - A considerable  amount  of  attention  has  been  given 
to  technical  education  in  South  Australia,  particularly  in  connexion 
witli  the  mining  industry.  d'here  is  a very  successful  school  of 
mines  and  industries  at  Adelaide,  and  mining  schools  at  Moonta, 
Tort  Tirie,  Kajumda,  and  Cawler.  The  conditions  connected  with  the 
counti'v  technical  schools  viewed  from  the  stand-point  of  the  Education 
Dejiartment  are  not,  however,  considered  satisfactory.  While  the 
Uovernment  bears  the  bulk  of  the  cost  of  maintenance,  the  Minister 
for  Education  has  no  voice  in  the  organization,  curriculum,  or 
stalling  of  the  schools.  Although  good  work  has  been  accomplished,  the 
I )irector  of  Tiducation  considers  the  system  of  control  by  inde])endent  councils 
to  be  no  longer  suitable,  and  stress  is  laid  on  the  necessity  for  co-ordinating 
technical  effort  under  one  central  anthority. 

Western  Australia.  -A  technical  school  was  established  at  Perth 

in  T.iOO,  and  since  its  inception  has  progressed  rapidly.  Extensive 

additions  were  made  to  the  building  in  I9(j9,  and  the  remodelled 

institution  was  opened  in  191<>.  Branch  institutions  have  been  opened 
at  various  country  centres,  and  it  is  projiosed  to  open  classes  at 

■other  centres  as  occasion  demands.  The  schools  are  all  under  the 
control  of  the  Education  Dejiartment,  the  supervising  officer  being  styled 
Director  of  Technical  Education.  This  officer  also  supervises  the  School 
of  .Mines  at  Kalgoorlie,  which  is  controlled  by  the  Mines  Department. 
At  the  ])resent  time,  advanced  work  is  taken  only  at  Perth,  Fremantle, 
Boulder,  and  Kalgoorlie,  the  other  branches  dealing  almost  entirely  with 
pre])aratory  work,  chiefly  in  continuation  classes. 

Tasmania.  Provision  for  technical  education  in  this  State  dates  from  the 
year  1888.  At  the  jiresent  time  the  most  imjiortant  technical  institution  is  the 
School  of  Mines  and  Metallurgy  at  Zeehan.  Courses  of  instruction  are  given  in 
metal  mining,  and  in  metallurgical  chemistry  and  assaying,  the  diploma  in  metal 
mining  entitling  the  holder  to  the  Government  certificate  of  competency  as  a 
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mine  manager.  The  institution  is  affiliated  to  the  University  of  Tasmania. 
There  are  also  three  other  schools  in  existence  under  the  control  of  the 
Education  Department,  each  managed  by  a committee  appointed  by  the 
Governor  in  Council.  Throughout  the  schools  the  chief  attention  is  given  to 
mining  and  metallurgy. 

Universities  in  the  Commonwealth. 

General.-  There  is  a University  in  the  capital  city  of  each  State,  the 
earlie,st  e.stablished  being  that  in  Sydney,  which  dates  back  to  183d,  while 
the  University  of  Western  Australia  was  opened  in  lbl3. 

The  University  of  Sydney.-  -The  Act  of  lucor2)oration  of  this 
University  received  royal  assent  on  the  1st  October,  1850,  and  the 
first  Senate  was  appointed  on  the  24th  December  of  that  vear.  In 
October,  1852,  the  first  matriculation  examination  was  held,  when 
24  candidates  jiassed  the  prescribed  test,  and  the  formal  inauguration 
ceremony  took  place  on  the  11th  October  of  that  year.  The  University 
was  singularly  fortunate  in  securing  fi'om  its  iiice])tion  the  services  of  many 
distinguished  men  as  professors,  am{ingst  them  scholars  like  Di-.  A'oolley 
and  Dr.  Badliam,  who  achieved  a world-wide  rejjUTation.  The  University 
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was  granted  a Royal  Charter  in  1858.  Women  students  were  first  admitted 
in  1881,  and  any  of  the  various  courses  of  instruction  are  equally  ojien  to 
them.  At  the  ince^ition  of  the  University  there  were  only  three  jirofessor- 
ships.  The  jn'esent  staff  consists  of  21  professors,  8 assistant  pi'ofessors,  and 
04  lecturers  and  demonstrators.  There  are,  in  addition,  7 honorary  lecturers, 
various  honorarv  demonstrators,  as  well  as  miscellaneous  laboratory 
assistants,  and  three  curators  of  museums.  The  23as,sing  of  the 
University  Amendment  Act  of  1012  is  worthy  of  special  reference, 
seeing  that  it  constitutes  an  epoch-making  event  in  Australian 
educational  history.  The  Act  aims  at  placing  the  University  in  a more 
effective  position  as  the  culminating  jioint  in  a thoroughly  co-ordinated 
system  of  State  education,  and  it  is  claimed  that  tlie  passing  of  this  measure 
makes  the  educational  system — from  the  jirimary  schools,  through  the 
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secondary  schools  to  the  technical  colleges  and  the  University — a progressive 
and  continuous  whole.  The  first  part  of  the  Act  introduced  radical  changes 
into  the  constitution  of  the  University  Senate,  but  it  is  the  second  portion 
which  contains  far-reaching  provisions  in  regard  to  the  opportunities  to  be 
given  to  Inight  ])upils  to  take  advantage  of  University  training.  This  portion 
of  the  Act  provides  for  the  allotment  of  exhibitions  in  the  proportion  of 
one  for  every  of  the  })opulation  in  New  South  Wales  between  the  ages 
of  seventeen  and  twenty,  or  in  such  other  ratio  as  may  be  determined  by 
Parliament.  These  exhibitions,  which  carry  exemption  from  all  fees,  are 
not  restricted  to  any  particular  faculty  in  the  University,  and  are  principally 
allotted  in  ordei’  of  merit  as  shown  by  examination  for  the  leaving  certificate 
at  State  schools.  Pupils  of  registered  secondary  schools  under  private 
management  are  also  eligible  for  leaving  certificates  on  the  same  conditions 
as  those  of  State  schools. 

The  University  of  Melbourne.  -This  University  was  established  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  assented  to  on  the  22nd  January,  1853,  and  the 
first  Council  was  appointed  on  the  11th  Ajiril  of  that  year.  The 
foundation  stone  of  the  main  building  was  laid  on  the  3rd  July, 

1854,  and  the  University  was  formally  inaugurated  on  the  13th  April, 

1855.  By  Royal  Letters  Patent  issued  in  1859  its  degrees  are,  like 
those  of  the  Sydney  University,  declared  of  e(pial  status  with  those  of  any 
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other  University  in  the  British  Empire.  Since  the  year  1881,  women  students 
have  been  admitted  on  equal  terms  with  men.  On  its  foundation,  the 
University  possessed  schools  of  Arts  and  Laws,  but  there  are  now  18  pro- 
fessors, 64  lecturers  and  demonstrators,  as  well  as  57  miscellaneous  assistants. 
There  is  a well-equipped  Conservatorium  of  Music  attached  to  the  University, 
with  a staff  of  professors  and  lecturers  numbering  25. 
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The  University  of  Adelaide.— This  University  was  established  by  Act 
of  Parliament  in  1874,  and  academical  work  commenced  in  1876,  when 
8 matriculated  students  and  52  non-graduating  students  attended  lectures. 
The  foundation  stone  of  the  University  buildings  was  laid  on  the  3()tli  July, 
1879,  and  the  buildings  were  opened  in  April,  1882.  In  1881,  l)y  Royal 
Letters  Patent,  the  degrees  granted  were  recognised  as  of  equal  status  with 
those  of  anv  University  in  the  Empire.  Power  was  given  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment of  188U  to  grant  degrees  to  women.  The  Elder  Conservatorium  of 
Music  attached  to  the  University  was  opened  in  1898.  At  its  commence- 
ment there  were  only  four  professorships  in  the  University,  whereas  at 
the  latest  available  date  there  were  1 1 professors,  30  lecturers,  and  6 
assistant  lecturers,  exclusive  of  the  staff,  numbering  10,  at  the 
Conservatorium. 

The  University  of  Tasmania.  -The  Act  to  establish  the  University  of 
Tasmania  was  assented  to  on  the  5th  December,  1889.  At  the  present 
time  the  institution,  which  is  small  but  efficient,  possesses  a staff  of  5 pro 
lessors,  6 lecturers,  and  3 demonstrators.  The  School  of  Mines  and 
Metallurgy  at  Zeehan  is  affiliated  with  the  University. 
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The  University  of  Queensland.  A University  was  established  in  this 
State  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  191)9,  and  the  first  Senate  was 
appointed  in  April,  1910.  The  formal  opening  of  the  University  took 
place  early  in  1911,  when  60  students  were  matriculated.  At  present  there 
are  four  professors  and  17  lecturers  and  demonstrators.  Provision  has 
been  made  for  a correspondence  study  department  in  connexion  with  the 
institution. 

University  of  Western  Australia.  - The  University  Commission  in  this 
vState  recommended  the  establishment  of  a L'niversity  somewhat  on  the 
lines  of  those  in  the  eastern  States,  but  with  such  additional  provision  as 
would  bring  it  as  far  as  possible  into  accord  with  the  most  modern  require- 
ments. The  Act  establishing  the  University  was  passed  on  the  18th 
February,  1911.  In  addition  to  lectureships,  the  institution  has  been 
opened  with  six  professorships — modern  literature  and  history,  mathematics 
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and  physics,  clieniistry,  engincei'ing  and  mining,  and  geology — while  a 
chair  in  agricnlture  has  been  endowed  liy  the  generosity  of  Sir  Winthrop 
llackett.  The  University  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  students  in 
March,  J913. 

University  Extension  Lectures.— At  the  Sydney  University,  extension 
lectures  were  inaugurated  in  1880,  hut  under  a Statute  of  the  Senate 
ajiproved  in  18it2  a Board  was  ap])ointed,  which  was  empowered  from  time 
to  time  to  recommend  to  the  Senate  the  names  of  snital)le  persons  for 
giving  courses  of  lectures,  a-nd  to  hold  examinations  in  the  subjects  of 
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those  courses.  The  Board  receives  and  considers  ajiplications  from  country 
centics,  and  makes  ])rovision  for  sujpdying  lecturers  and  managing  all 
business  connected  with  the  vaiious  courses.  Arrangements  were  also 
made  for  courses  of  lectures  in  (Queensland,  Victoria,  and  Western 
Australia.  Interest  in  the  scheme  is  apparently  rather  fluctuating,  and  in 
some  years  no  lectures  were  given. 

In  Victoria,  University  extension  lectures  date  from  the  year  1891,  when 
a Board  was  apipointed  by  the  University  for  the  purpose  of  appointing 
lecturers  and  holding  classes  and  examinations  at  such  places  and  in  such 
subjects  as  were  deemed  advisable.  In  this  State  also  the  interest  has  varied 
considerably.  At  present  the  number  of  students  is  small,  but  the  prospects 
are  distinctly  encouraging. 
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In  South  Australia,  the  Adelaide  University  has  instituted  short  courses 
of  extension  lectures  in  Arts  and  Science,  to  which  students  are  admitted  on 
payment  of  a merely  nominal  fee. 

Workmen’s  Tutorial  Classes. — Chiefly  as  a result  of  the  visit  to  Australia 
in  1913  bv  Mr.  Mansbridge,  of  the  Workers  Educational  Association  of 
Britain,  a movement  has  been  inaugurated  having  for  its  object  the 
bringing  of  the  University  into  closer  touch  with  the  masses  of  the  people. 
The  movement  is  apparently  destined  to  meet  with  considerable  success, 
for  even  at  this  early  stage  the  request  for  classes  has  in  some  States  been 
greater  than  could  be  coped  with. 

In  New  South  Wales,  an  officer  has  been  appointed  on  the  University 
staff  as  Director  of  Tutorial  Classes,  and  the  Government  proposes  to  finance 
the  work  as  it  develops. 

Tasmania  quickly  followed  the  lead  of  New  South  Wales,  and  has  appointed 
an  officer  to  conduct  tutorial  classes  at  Holiart  and  Launceston. 

The  Western  Australian  Government  has  promised  financial  assistance, 
and  classes  are  rapidly  being  formed  in  connexion  with  the  University. 

In  Victoria,  the  Government  has  made  a small  interim  grant  and  has 
jiromised  SKlOf^O  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  University  of  IMelbourne  pro- 
poses to  appoint  an  officer  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  tutorial  work. 

Queensland  has  already  formed  classes,  and  the  request  for  a grant  has 
been  favorably  considered  by  the  Government. 

Private  Schools. 

General. — Under  this  appellation  are  included  all  schools  not  wholly  under 
.State  control,  or  entirely  under  private  management.  The  term  is,  therefore, 
to  some  extent,  a misnomer,  as  it  includes  institutions  like  the  .Sydney 
Grammar  School,  and  the  grammar  schools  in  (Queensland  which  are  subsi- 
dized by  the  .State,  as  well  as  the  large  schools  established  bv  the  various 
religious  denominations,  but  which,  nevertheless,  admit  all  juqiils  callable 
of  paying  the  necessary  fees.  The  larger  institutions,  therefore,  amongst 
the  so-called  private  schools  correspond  in  some  measure  to  the  great  public 
schools  of  England,  and,  indeed,  are  alluded  to  in  Australia  as  the  “ great 
public  schools.”  The  term  ‘‘  private,”  has,  however,  been  generally  applied 
to  all  the  institutions  above  mentioned  in  order  to  distinguish  them  from 
the  ordinary  State  schools,  which  in  some  of  the  States,  at  all  events,  were 
for  many  years  called  “ public  ” schools,  i.e.,  schools  established  out  of  the 
public  purse  and  managed  by  the  Government. 

State  Supervision  of  Pri\-ate  Schools.— It  is  only  within  comparatively 
recent  years  that  the  States  have  had  any  control  over  the  operations 
of  private  schools.  Advanced  educational  thought  demands,  of  course, 
complete  supervision,  not  only  of  curricula,  but  of  buildings  and  all 
other  matters  pertaining  to  school  hygiene.  In  Xew  .South  Wales, 
no  record  is  made  of  the  condition  of  the  private  schools,  and  no 
departmental  examination  is  made,  except  in  the  case  of  the  schools  which 
have  registered  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bursary 
Endowment  Act.  The  larger  private  institutions  are,  however,  well- 
conducted,  and  both  buildings  and  equipment  are  in  accord  with  modern 
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i([eas.  ;\lany  of  tlie  most  successful  students  at  the  Universities  have  been 
trained  at  these  schools.  With  reyard  to  the  smaller  schools,  particularly 
tliose  in  remote  districts,  no  opinion  can,  however,  lie  offered  beyond  stating 
that  they  are  in  some  cases  conducted  in  apparently  unsuitable  premises 
by  unskilled  teachers. 

In  Victoria,  up  to  the  year  IdOo,  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  bring  the 
jirivate  schools  under  administrative  control.  The  Minister  of  Education 
is  now  empowereil  to  authorize  the  inspection  of  any  school  other  than  a State 
school.  111  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  instruction  given  is  satisfactory. 
The  Inspector  of  registered  schools  has  pointed  out  that  some  of  the  buildings 
are  not  very  suitable.  In  (Tieensland,  with  the  exception  of  the  grammar 
schools,  there  is  practically  no  control  over  ]U’ivate  schools,  beyond  the 
circumstance  that  they  may  submit  themselves  to  examination  if  so  desired. 
The  Education  Dejiartment  of  South  Australia  has  no  jurisdiction  over  the 
private  schools  in  that  State. 


Technological  Museum  and  College,  Sydney. 

In  Western  Australia,  however,  non-riovcrnment  schools  must  be  declared 
efficient  by  the  Education  Dejiartment  if  attendance  at  them  is  to  be  recog- 
nised as  fulfilling  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  the  school  registers  must  be 
open  to  the  inspection  of  the  compulsory  officers  of  the  Department. 

In  Tasmania,  tlie  teachers  of  other  than  State  schools  are  required  under  the 
Act  to  furnish  during  .lanuary  of  each  year  returns  showing  school  attendances. 
Trovision  has  also  l)een  made  for  the  registration  of  teachers  and  schools 
very  much  on  the  lines  adojited  in  Victoria.  No  person  can  be  registered  as 
a private  teacher  unless  the  Board  is  srtisfied  as  to  his  fitness  for  the  work. 

Business  Schools  and  Colleges. 

During  recent  years  there  has  been  considerable  development  in  the  number 
and  scope  of  privately  conducted  institutions  which  aim  at  giving  instruction 
in  business  methods,  shorthand,  typewriting,  and  various  scientific  and  trade 
subjects.  The  institutions  are  situated  mainly  in  the  metropolis  in  each  State. 
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Free  Kindergartens. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  free  kindergartens  have  been  established 
in  the  chief  cities  of  all  the  Commonwealth  States. 


Libraries  and  Scientific  Societies. 

Space  will  not  permit  of  more  than  a jiassing  reference  to  the  large  number 
of  libraries  established  in  the  Commonwealth.  Practically  every  city  and 
town  has  a library,  while  libraries  have  also  been  established  at  many  of  the 
State  schools.  At  the  latest  available  date  there  were  in  the  Commonwealth 
about  1,700  libraries  in  receipt  of  State  or  municijial  aid,  and  the  number  of 


Kindergarten  Class — Telling  a Story. 
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books  contained  tliereiii  was  considerably  over  three  millions.  The  public 
libraries  in  the  capital  cities  coni]iare  very  favorably  with  similar  institutions 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  those  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne  possessing  2.50,000 
and  247,000  volumes  resjiectively.  Art  galleries  are  to  lie  found  in  the  chief 
cities  of  the  States,  the  collection  in  the  Sydney  Gallery  being  valued  at 
$750,000.  Of  the  numerous  scientific  societies  in  Australia,  the  most  im- 
portant is  the  Royal  Society  of  Sydney,  founded  as  far  back  as  1821.  This 
society  has  over  300  members  ; possesses  a library  Avorth  over  $37,500  ; 
has  an  exchange  list  comprising  372  kindred  societies  ; and  has  issued  47 
volumes  of  its  proceedings. 


State  Expenditure  on  Education,  Science,  and  Art. 

The  total  expenditure  in  the  Commonwealth  on  all  forms  of  educational 
and  scientihc  activity  during  each  of  the  last  five  years  was  as  follows  : — 

Total  State  Expenditure  on  Education,  Science,  and  Art, 

1908=9  to  1912=13. 


Year. 


Expenditure. 


Per  Head. 


1908- 9 

1909- 10 

1910- 11 

1911- 12 

1912- 13 


8 

14,5r.(),000 

15.354.000 

16.283.000 

18.130.000 

19.963.000 


8 

3-37 

3-47 

3- 73 

4- 04 
4-33 


4’he  above  hgures  represent  expenditure  from  Consolidated  Revenue 
only,  and  do  not  include  loan  moneys  spent  on  buildings,  &c. 


Anglican  Cathedral,  Adelaide. 
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RELIGION  IN  AUSTRALIA. 

There  is  no  State-established  religion  in  Australia,  nor  are  any  religious 
distinctions  operative  in  public  affairs.  Moreover,  there  is  no  religious  test 
for  admission  to  any  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens.  At  the  decennial 
census  fairly  accurate  returns  are  obtained  of  tlie  jirofessed  religions  of  the 
people,  although  if  a person  has  conscientious  objections,  he  is  not  compelled 
to  insert  his  religious  denomination  on  the  census  schedule.  It  may  be  noted, 
also,  that  these  census  schedules  are  returned  to  the  Commonwealth 
Statistician  purely  for  statistical  purjioses.  This  officer  must  regard  the 
information  sujiplied  as  confidential,  and  under  no  circumstances  is  it 


Roman  Catholic  Cathedral,  Melbourne. 

allowable  to  give  any  particulars  regarding  religions,  ages,  or  other  details  in 
connexion  with  individuals.  After  the  entries  have  been  extracted  from  the 
schedules  and  collated  on  the  general  returns,  the  separate  schedules  ai-e  in 
all  cases  destroyed.  At  the  census  of  1911  it  was  seen  that  professed  ad- 
herents of  the  Church  of  England  are  largely  in  the  ascendant,  this  denom- 
ination accounting  for  about  38  per  cent,  of  the  entire  population  of  the 
Commonwealth.  Next  in  order  are  the  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  with  21  per  cent. ; followed  by  the  Presbyteriaiij,  witli  about  13  per 
cent.;  and  the  IMethodists,  with  about  12  per  cent. 

PUBLIC  JUSTICE  IN  AUSTRALIA. 

General. 

Within  the  limits  of  this  pamphlet  it  is  of  course  impossible  to  give  any 
detailed  statement  as  to  the  legal  systems  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
States.  It  must  suffice,  therefore,  to  state  that  in  its  basic  principles  Aus- 
tralian law  is  founded  largely  on  that  of  Great  Britain,  with  such  modi- 
fications and  extensions  as  were  necessary  to  suit  the  particular  needs  of  the 
Commonwealth.  The  great  principle  of  the  IMagna  Charta  that  justice  will 
not  be  denied  or  delayed  to  any  man  is  amply  fulfilled  in  Australia,  while 
the  purity  of  administration  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  Courts  has  never 
been  seriously  impugned. 
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Courts  of  Justice. 

Throughout  the  Commonwealth  tliere  are  minor  Courts  for  the  trial  of 
petty  offences  and  tire  settlement  of  civil  actions,  such  Courts  being  presided 
over  by  magistrates  or  similar  functionaries.  Special  Courts  for  the  trial 
of  juvenile  delinc[uents  have  been  established  in  some  of  the  States,  the  object 
of  course  being  the  avoidance  as  far  as  possible  of  the  unpleasant  surroundings 
of  the  ordinary  Police  Court.  Next  in  order  come  Courts  of  various  designa- 
tions, such  as  Courts  (rf  Quarter  Sessions,  District  Courts,  Circuit  Courts, 
then  the  Supreme  Courts,  and  lastly  the  fligh  Court  of  Australia.  In  certain 
cases  an  appeal  may  be  made  from  an  Australian  Court  to  the  Privy  Council. 
Special  Courts  to  deal  with  industrial  matters  have  also  been  established  in 
each  State,  as  well  as  for  the  Commonwealth  as  a whole. 


The  Law  Courts,  Melbourne. 


Criminal  Statistics. 

Despite  the  rapid  changes  in  social  and  industrial  conditions  which  have 
characterized  the  history  of  Australia,  crimes  of  violence  have  been,  com- 
paratively sjjeaking,  rare.  There  are  no  means  of  comparing  satisfactorily 
the  criminal  records  of  Australia  with  those  of  other  countries,  but  the  statis- 
tics here  prove  that  not  only  has  there  been  a considerable  diminution  in 
crime  during  the  last  forty  years,  but  that  the  decrease  has,  with  slight  varia- 
tions in  single  years,  been  a persistent  one.  This  decrease  manifests  itself, 
moreover,  not  only  in  the  lower  Court  returns,  but  also  in  regard  to  the 
graver  offences  dealt  with  at  the  higher  Courts.  Leaving  out  of  consideration 
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Law  Courts,  Perth,  W.A. 

the  lesser  offences — many  of  them  beino-  purely  technical  breaches  of  various 
laws— the  rate  per  lO.OOti  inhabitants  of  convictions  at  ^Magistrates’ Courts 
for  the  more  serious  types  of  offences  at  various  periods  since  the  year  1881 
will  be  found  in  the  following  table  : ^ 


Convictions  for  Serious  Crime  at  Commonwealth  Magistrates’  Courts. 


YE.\R. 

18&1. 

IbOl. 

1901. 

19(18. 

191'J. 

ConvictiDiis  per  10, (MK)  persons 

6!)  • 3 

44 -S 

•29-1 

2(1  • 6 

2(i-3 

A fairer  test  is  probably  arrived  at  by  taking  the  rate  of  committals  to 
superior  Courts.  The  table  below  shows  the  decline  in  these  since  the  vear 
18fil. 


Rate  of  Committals  in  the  Commonwealth. 


YEAR. 

1S61. 

1871. 

18S1. 

1891. 

1 1901. 

1912. 

Committals  per  10,000  persons 

22 

14 

12 

11 

8 

4 

From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  decline  in  proportion  to  popula- 
tion amounts  to  about  70  per  cent. 


Melbourne  Hospital. 


38 


Social  Conditions  in  Australia. 


Another  test  of  the  decrease  in  crime  is  afforded  by  the  gaol  returns. 
These  show  that  in  the  year  1891  the  prisoners  in  gaol  numliered  16  per 
10,00(1  of  the  population,  whereas  by  the  year  1901  the  rate  had  fallen  to  11, 
by  1908  to  8,  and  by  1912  to  a little  over  7 per  10,000  inhabitants. 

PROVISION  FOR  SICK  AND  DESTITUTE  IN  AUSTRALIA. 

The  Health  of  the  People. 

That  Australia  is  one  of  the  healthiest  countries  in  the  world  is  shown  by 
its  low  death  rate,  which  in  1913  was  only  10.8  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Its  enviable  position  in  this  res])ect — a position  shared  by  the  Dominion  of 
New  Zealand- -as  comjiared  with  other  countries,  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  table,  which  gives  death  rates  for  several  countries  for  the  latest 
available  years  : — 


Death  Rate  in  Australia  and  Foreign  Countries. 


Country. 

Ueatli 

Kate. 

Country. 

Death 

Rate. 

New  Ze.'ilanil 

s-o 

Switzerland 

l.a-l 

(.'i)iiini(iii  wraith 
( 'aiiaila  ((  )iitai'iii) 

Xiii'wav 

1 0 ■ s 
I'JUi 
i;i-'2 

Ireland 

tiennan  Eni|iii'e 

Frairee 

Ki-.j 

17-3 

1 9 ■ 6 

Sweden 

i;us 

Italy 

■21  -4 

Netherlands 

U-.') 

Airstria 

■21  •!) 

England  am  1 tt’ales  ... 

UMi 

.Tapan 

22-0 

United  Kingdom 

14 -s 

Spaiir 

•23  •2 

S(.’(itland 

1 .■)  • 1 

Kitssia  (Eni'opean)  . 

31-1 

l\’liile  the  smallness  of  the  rate  is,  to  some  extent,  attributable  to  the 
comjiaratively  few  persons  of  advanced  age  in  the  ])0])ulation,  it  nevertheless 
fuinishes  indisjuitable  evidence  of  the  healthy  conditon  of  the  people,  due 
hugely  to  the  sjtlendid  climate,  tlie  dry  air  and  sunshine,  the  absence  of 
intense  over-crowding,  and  the  very  small  amount  of  dire  poverty.  There 
are  no  endemic  diseases  in  Australia.  lu  the  early  days,  owing  to  careless 
sanitation,  typhoid  and  diphtheria  were  introduced,  but  the  with  improved 
sanitary  conditions  the  number  of  cases  has  gradually  decreased.  Such 
deadly  diseases  as  Asiatic  cholera  are  unknown.  Small-pox  in  a mild  form 
has  Ijeen  occasionally  introduced,  but  it  is  quickly  stamped  out,  only  six 
deatlis  having  occurred  in  the  whole  of  Australia  during  the  last  six  years. 

Hospitals  and  Charities. 

General.— Charitable  effort  in  Australia  may  be  classified  under  three  main 
groupings — (rt)  State ; (h)  Public  ; and  (c)  Private.  In  the  first  classification  are 
included  all  institutions  wholly  provided  for  by  the  State,  such  as  the  principal 
asylums  for  the  insane  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  the  Government 
lios])itals  in  Western  Australia,  and  the  Government  asylums  for  the  infirm 
in  New  South  Wales.  The  second  classification  comprises  public  institutions 
partially  subsidized  by  the  State,  or  State  endowed,  but  receiving  also  private 
aid,  and  those  wholly  supported  by  private  aid.  All  charitable  movements 
of  a private  character,  exclusive  of  institutions  included  in  the  second  group, 
may  be  classified  under  division  (c). 
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Fairly  accurate  statistical  records  are  available  in  regard  to  the  first 
and  second  of  the  above-mentioned  categories,  but  the  large  amount  of 
unrecorded  charity  under  (c)  cannot  of  course  be  reduced  to  definite  terms. 

Hospitals.— With  reference  to  hospitals,  it  may  be  noted  that  there  are 
several  large  and  well-equipped  institutions  in  the  capital  of  each  State, 
while  there  is  at  least  one  in  every  important  country  town.  To  meet  the 
needs  of  settlers  too  far  distant  from  medical  aid  a scheme  of  bush- 
nursing ” has  been  established  in  some  of  the  States,  and  the  movement 
is  receiving  increased  support.  The  object  of  the  scheme  is  principally  to 
provide  expert  attention  and  nursing  in  those  cases  where  it  is  impracticable 
to  move  the  patient,  or  to  secure  constant  medical  attention. 

Benevolent  Asylums.-- It  is  impossible  to  give  entirely  satisfactory 
statistical  tabulations  in  regard  to  benevolent  and  destitute  asylums,  owing 
to  the  wide  divergence  in  the  conditions  under  which  they  were  established. 
In  some  of  the  States  asylums  for  the  aged  and  infirm  are  attached  to  the 
hospitals,  while  in  others  the  destitute  asylums  have  lying-in  wards  and 
children’s  departments  as  adjuncts.  The  types  of  institution  in  each  State 
will  therefore  be  briefly  dealt  with  separately. 

Government  Asylums  for  the  Infirm,  New  South  Wales.  These 
institutions  number  6,  with  about  4,01  •()  beds  available. 

Benevolent  Asylums,  Victoria.  - There  are  8 of  these,  exclusive  of 
asylums  attached  to  hospitals. 

Benevolent  Asylums,  Queensland.  These  numbered  4 in  1912,  with 
1,079  beds. 

Destitute  Asylums,  Adelaide.—  Outdoor  relief  value<l  at  $37,960  was 
dispensed  in  both  metropolitan  and  rural  districts. 

Homes  for  the  Destitute,  Western  Australia.  There  are  4 of  these  homes. 

Charitable  Establishments,  Tasmania. — The  two  principal  charitable 
establishments  possess  283  beds. 

Institutions  for  the  Care  of  Neglected  Children.— As  the  provision  in 
regard  to  orphanages,  industrial  schools,  boarding-out  institutions,  Ac., 
varies  considerably  in  the  different  States,  information  for  each  State  will 
be  given  separatelv. 

New  South  Wales.  -A  State  Children’s  Relief  Board  is  intrusted  with 
the  care  of  destitute  and  neglected  children,  and  the  boarding-out  branch 
exercises  strict  supervision  over  the  welfare  of  children  boarded  out  to 
selected  families.  Useful  trades  and  profitable  occupations  are  taught,  and 
many  of  the  children  eventuallv  become  excellent  citizens.  There  are  also 
twelve  orphanages,  the  vearly  expenditure  fluctuating  between  834,000 
and  $18,700.  Xew  South  Wales  has,  in  addition,  three  reformatory 
institutions,  two  for  boys  and  one  for  girls. 

Victoria.  There  are  ten  orphanages  in  this  State.  At  the  end  of  1912 
there  were  also  three  industrial  and  nine  reformatory  schools  in  the 
State,  of  which  one  industrial  and  one  reformatory  school  are  used  as 
distributing  dep  As.  whence  the  children  are  sent  to  situations  and  foster 
homes,  Ac.  The  other  schools  are  under  private  management,  and  receive 
an  allowance  for  State  wards.  The  training  ships  John  Murray  and  Bart 
are  under  State  control,  but  not  administered  as  a charity.  In  addition  to 
general  instruction,  special  training  in  seamanship  is  given  on  these  vessels. 
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Queensland.  In  this  State  there  are  seven  orphanages  with  about 
I.OOU  under  care.  Idiere  are  also  six  industrial  and  reformatory  schools. 
The  total  number  of  children  under  State  control  at  tlie  end  of  1912  was 
a))Out  5,000. 

South  Australia.-  The  probationary  and  industrial  schools,  reformatories, 
and  the  IMethodist  Home  are  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  State 
Children’s  1 iepartment. 

Western  Australia.-  There  are  in  this  State  eight  orjdianages,  including 
industrial  orjihanage  schools. 

Tasmania.  Theie  are  foui'  institutions  in  this  State  for  the  relief  of 
neglected  children. 


A Shady  Avenue  in  an  Australian  Public  Park. 


THE  COMMONWEALTH  OLD=AGE  AND  INVALID 
PENSIONS  SCHEMES. 


General. 


The  old-age  and  invalid  pensions  paid  in  Australia  are  not  regarded  as 
])artaking  of  the  nature  of  a charitable  dole,  but  rather  as  in  some  measure 
a reward  for  services  rendered  to  the  community.  The  general  feeling  in 
Australia  seems  to  be  that  in  a prospei’ous  and  rapidly  developing  country, 
the  number  of  cases  in  which  the  ju'osjiect  of  a pension  of  $2 ’50  a week  at 
the  age  of  65  years  and  onwards  would  lead  to  thriftless  habits  in  earlier 
years  is  so  small  as  to  be  practically  negligible.  The  large  increase  in  deposits 
in  Savings  Banks  during  recent  years  apparently  tends  to  prove  that  the 
institut'on  of  pension  payments  has  not  affected  thrift  in  the  Commonwealth. 
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Qualifications  for  obtaining  a Pension. 

To  obtain  a pension  a male  person  must  be  of  the  age  of  65  years  or, 
in  case  of  permanent  incapacity  for  work,  60  years.  The  age  for  females  is 
60  years.  For  an  invalid  pension  the  age  qualification  is  attainment  of  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  if  accompanied  by  permanent  incapacitation  for  work. 
The  length  of  residence  qualification  for  an  old-age  pension  is  continuous 
residence  for  twenty  years.  For  an  invalid  pension  continuous  residence 
for  at  least  five  years  is  required.  Occasional  absences  from  Australia  do  not 
invalidate  pension  rights,  provided  they  do  not  in  the  aggregate  exceed 


tlMittwi 


General  Post  Office,  Sydney. 


one-tenth  of  the  total  period  of  residence.  But  the  applicant  for  a pension  must 
be  residing  in  Australia  on  the  date  when  he  makes  his  claim,  and  in  the  case 
of  an  invalid  pension  must  have  been  incapacitated  while  in  Australia.  With 
a view  to  restricting  the  pensions  to  persons  actually  needing  assistance, 
provision  is  made  for  reducing  the  payments  when  the  applicants  already 
possess  property  or  income  in  excess  of  a given  amount.  In  the  case  of 
independent  income  the  pension  pavment  must  be  so  modified  that  the 
aggregate  income,  inclusive  of  pension,  does  not  exceed  8250  per  annum.  All 
payments  received  from  benefit  or  friendly  societies,  &c.,  are  treated  as  income. 
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As  regards  property,  the  pension  is  subject  to  a deduction  of  $5  per  annum 
for  every  complete  $50  by  which  the  net  capital  value  of  the  property  exceeds 
$250.  If  both  husband  and  wife  are  pensioners,  except  when  living  apart 
pursuant  to  any  decree,  judgment,  order,  or  deed  of  separation,  the  deduction 
in  the  case  of  each  of  them  is  $5  for  every  complete  $50  by  which  the  net 
capital  value  of  the  accumulated  jiroperty  exceeds  $125.  From  the  capital 
value  of  accumulated  property  is  deducted  the  capital  value  of  a home  in 
which  the  pensioner  ])ermanently  resides,  and  all  charges  and  encumbrances 
existing  on  the  property  other  than  the  home.  The  holding  of  accumulated 
property  to  the  value  of  $1,550  or  upwards,  whether  in  or  out  of  Australia, 
disqualifies  for  a pension,  as  also  does  the  apjdicant’s  direct  or  indirect 
deprivation  of  himself  of  property  with  the  object  of  obtaining  a pension. 
Except  where  living  apart  under  the  conditions  alluded  to  previously,  the 
net  capital  value  of  the  accumulated  projierty  in  the  case  of  husband  and 
wife  separately  is  taken  to  be  half  the  total  net  capital  value  of  the  accunndated 
pro})erty  of  both,  and  the  amount  of  jiroperty  in  such  case  allowed  prior  to 
deduction  is  $250,  if  including,  and  $125  if  not  including,  a home.  No 
person  shall  receive  an  old-age  pension  unless  he  is  of  good  character. 

Rates  of  Pension. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  qualifications  detailed  above,  it  may  be 
noted  that  the  rate  of  pension  payable  for  old  age  or  invalidity  is  determined 
by  the  Commissioner  or  one  of  his  deputies,  and  is  fixed  at  such  amount  as  is 
deemed  reasonable  and  sufficient,  but  must  not  exceed  $130  per  annum  in 
any  event,  not  be  at  such  a rate  as  will  make  the  recipient’s  income,  together 
with  tlie  pension,  exceed  $200  ]ier  annum. 


The  Lawn,  Flemington  Racecourse,  Melbourne. 


Social  Conditions  in  Australia. 


43 


THE  COMMONWEALTH  MATERNITY  ALLOWANCE. 

A sum  of  S25  may  be  paid  to  every  woman  who  gives  birth  to  a child 
either  in  Australia  or  on  board  a ship  proceeding  from  one  port  in  the 
Commonwealth  or  a Territory  of  the  Commonwealth  to  another  port  in 
the  Commonwealth  or  Territory  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  allowance  is 
payable  in  respect  of  each  occasion  on  which  a birth  occurs,  and  the  child 
is  born  alive,  or  is  a viable  child,  but  only  one  allowance  shall  be  pavable 
in  cases  where  more  than  one  child  is  born  at  one  birth.  Only  women  who 
are  inhabitants  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  who  intend  to  settle  therein,  are 
entitled  to  the  allowance  : and  women  who  are  Asiatics,  or  are  aboriginal 
natives  of  Australia,  Papua,  or  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  shall  not  be  paid 
a maternity  allowance. 

THE  PROSPERITY  OF  AUSTRALIA. 

In  preceding  pages  it  was  pointed  out  that  Australia  offers  unique 
advantages  to  settlers  by  reason  of  its  healthfulness,  its  salubrious  climate, 
and  its  happy  social  conditions.  But,  in  addition,  Australia  possesses  the 
advantage  of  being  a highly  prosperous  country  with  vast  and  onlv  partiallv- 
touched  resources,  the  development  of  which  offers  ])lenty  of  scope  and  excel- 
lent chances  of  success  to  thousands  of  new-comers.  With  regard  to  immi- 
grants, the  only  stipulation  made  is  that  they  must  be  of  white  race,  free 
from  crime  or  the  taint  of  any  dangerous  disease,  and  not  likely  to  become  a 
burden  to  the  community.  Gold  “ cannot  be  picked  up  in  the  streets  in 
Australia,”  but  the  sure  opportunity  of  making  a happy  and  prosperous 
home  awaits  the  settler  who  is  able  and  willing  to  work,  especially  the  man 
with  a little  capital. 


Australia  Provides  Excellent  Facilities  for  Surfing  and  Yachting. 
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Tlie  following  statistical  tabulation  will  serve  to  give  some  idea  of  the 
remarkable  progress  of  Australia  during  a period  of  a little  over  30  years  ; — 


Progress  of  Australia,  1881  = 1913. 


lleailiniib 

Years. 

18S1. 

isai. 

1901. 

1913. 

l’oy)ulation 

No. 

2,30r),“3l) 

3,240,985 

3,824,91.3 

4,872,059 

Births— 

No 

80,004 

110,187 

102,945 

135,714 

Itate 

3.3- 26 

34-47 

27-16 

27-21 

Deaths — 

No 

33,327 

47,430 

46,330 

51,789 

Bate 

14- 69 

14-84 

12-22 

10-78 

.Marriages — 

No 

17,244 

23,862 

27,7.53 

41,594 

Bate 

7-(i0 

7 * 47 

7-32 

8-67 

W'heat — 

Area 

acres 

3,002,0114 

3,335,528 

5,115,965 

7,339,651 

Yiekl  

birshels 

21,443,862 

25,675,265 

38,561,619 

91,981,070 

( )ats — 

Area 

acres 

194,816 

246,129 

461,4.30 

874,284 

Yield  

bushels 

4,79.5,897 

5,726,256 

9,789,854 

16,1  16,712 

Hay— 

Aia^a 

acres 

768,388 

942,166 

1.688,-102 

.3,217,041 

Ywld  

tons 

767,194 

1,067,2.55 

2.024,608 

3,955,311 

X’alue  all  agi'icultiiral  produc- 

tion 

s 

75,524,000 

80,201 ,000 

1 1 5,994,000 

222,665,000* 

Sheep  . . 

No. 

65,092,719 

1 06,42  l,(t68 

72,040,211 

83,263,686* 

Cattle 

No. 

8,010,991 

1 1,1 12,1  12 

8,491,428 

11, .577, 259* 

Horses 

No. 

1 ,088,029 

1,. 584,737 

1,620,420 

2,408,113* 

W'ool  cli]) — gi'easv 

lbs. 

332,759,000 

631,587,000 

54.3,131,661 

648,852,000 

\ aiuc  all  pastoral  ami  dairy 

produce  . . 

■S 

1 13,748,000 

191,042,000 

179,527,000 

349,881,000* 

Value  of  mineral  product  i(jn 

s 

38,025,000 

.58,8.55,000 

107,274,000 

124,7-2.5,000* 

( Iversea  trade — 

Total  

.S 

275,423,000 

358,928,000 

448,356,000 

770,246,000 

t'alue  per  liead 

.s 

121-37 

112-29 

118-25 

160-35 

I’rmcipal  oversea  exports, 
Value— 

Wool  

$ 

64,107,000 

97,039,000 

74,154,000 

127,879,000 

Wheat 

8 

5,790,009 

9,4.36,000 

13. .503,000 

38,871,000 

.Skins  and  hides 

JS 

1,. 542, 000 

4,252,000 

6,088,000 

26,9(i0,000 

.Meats 

8 

1,166,000 

2,430,000 

12,708,000 

35,589,000 

Butter 

.s 

l'.)2,000 

992,000 

7,062,000 

17,351,000 

(4old  

.s 

31.367,000 

27,756,000 

69,668,000 

16,280,000 

.Silver  and  lead 

8 

280,000 

9,403,000 

10,951,000 

22,526,000 

Copjjer 

.8 

3,292,000 

2,037,000 

7,879,000 

14,492,000 

RaUways — 

Wiles  open 

3,832 

9,541 

12,577 

17,777 

Oaiutal  cost 

8 

208,003,000 

4.8.5,508,000  . 

001,444,000 

845,249,000 

B-evenuc 

8 

19,<t29,000 

42,115,000 

,53,7!  7,000 

97,112,000 

(Jrdinary  banks  (cheque-jiay- 
ing)— 

Advances  . . 

8 

280,960,000 

631,396,000 

433,942,000 

.352,262,000 

Deposits 

8 

262,062,000 

478,604,000 

442,689,000 

729,147,000 

.Savings  Banks — 

No.  of  depositors  . . 

250,070 

614,741 

964,553 

2,103,908 

Deposits 

8 

38,224,000 

75,610,000 

150,292,000 

397,020,000 

Average  per  depositor 

8 

152-85 

12.3-25 

155-81 

188-70 

Average  per  head  of  popu- 

lation 

8 

17-13 

2.3-99 

39-66 

81-17 

* For  1912. 
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Amongst  the  figures  in  the  preceding  table,  which  serve  to  illustrate 
the  remarkable  progress  of  the  Commonwealth,  those  dealing  with  trade  and 
banking  may  be  especially  considered.  The  bank  deposits,  in  particular, 
afford  very  strong  testimony  of  the  abounding  prosperity  prevailing  here. 
Moreover,  while  the  deposits  in  the  ordinary  cheque-paying  banks  show  an 
immense  increase  since  federation,  the  growth  in  Savings  Banks  deposits 
has  been  phenomenal.  As  the  table  shows,  not  only  have  the  total  deposits 
risen  from  about  $155, 0011,000  to  ; $410,000,000  during  the  period  1901-13, 
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but  the  average  per  depositoj-  has  increased  fi-om  $165  to  $195,  and  the 
average  ])er  head  of  pojnilation  from  $4<)  to  $80.  These  increases  are  all 
the  more  noteworthy  in  view  of  the  fact  that  while  wages  have  increased 
during  the  jieriod  there  has  also  been  a very  consideralde  increase  in  the 
standard  of  living.  What  the  exact  ratio  is  between  the  respective  rates  of 
increase  cannot  of  course  be  definitely  determined.  As  pointed  out  pre- 
viously, Australians  as  a whole  have  lieen  regarded  as  a nation  of  sportsmen 
and  hedonists.  Hxiierience,  moreover,  testifies  to  the  fact  that  at  no  previous 
jieriod  have  S])orts  meetings,  theatrical  ])erformances,  picture  shows,  &c., 
been  so  well  patronized  here  as  during  the  last  ten  years.  And  yet,  in  spite 
of  this  appai'ent  hedonistic  tendency,  the  Savings  Banks’  returns  show  that 
while  taking  advantage  of  the  tide,  of  prosperity  in  the  way  of  having  more 
comforts  and  more  enjoyment,  the  claims  of  thrift  have  not  been  ignored 


Railway  Administrative  Offices,  Melbourne. 


by  the  Australian  jieople,  and  immense  sums  of  money  have  been  deposited 
in  the  Savings  Banks  to  provide  again.st  the  proverbial  rainy  day.  A scrutiny 
of  the  i-eturns  shows,  moreover,  that  the  increase  in  the  Savings  Banks 
de])0sits  has  not  been  at  the  expense  of  the  deposits  in  the  ordinary  banks, 
for  the  latter  have  increased  from  about  $455,000,01)0  in  1901  to  nearly 
$750,001  ).t)O0  in  1913.  While  scrutinizing  the  ordinary  bank  returns  the 
inquirer  from  overseas  may  possibly  desire  to  know  the  reason  for  the  fall 
in  de]iosits  between  1891  and  1901.  The  fall  was  due  to  the  monetary  crisis 
of  1893,  which,  it  may  be  remarked,  affected  not  only  Australia,  but  a large 
number  of  other  countries.  There  is  no  doubt  that  at  this  period  there  was 
a good  deal  of  reckless  finance.  Land  “ booms  ” were  created,  and  banks 
and  other  financial  institutions  fell  to  the  snare  and  made  advances  on 
ridiculous  valuations.  When  the  inevitable  crash  came,  some  of  these 
institutions  had  to  close  their  doors,  and  others  were  later  on  reconstructed. 
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It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  Australian  common  sense  that  the  lessons  learned 
in  1893  have  not  been  forgotten.  The  insecure  banks  and  societies  have 
faded  away,  and  ever  since  the  Australian  banks  and  great  financial  institu- 
tions have  been  in  a remarkably  strong  position.  Moreover,  all  the  best 
financial  institutions  sternly  repress  any  attempts  to  manufacture  land 
“ booms  ” or  other  unsafe  financial  ventures. 


An  Interstate  Express  Train. 


It  is  hoped  that  in  these  pages  enough  has  been  said  to  convince  the 
inquirer  that  Australia  is  a free,  a happy,  and  a prosperous  land.  As  pointed 
out  previously,  its  magnificent  resources  have  barely  been  touched,  and 
although  progress  has  at  times  been  checked  by  adverse  seasons,  yet  the 
wonderful  recuperative  powers  of  the  country  have  enabled  it  to  rise 
triumphant  from  periods  of  depi'ession  and  win  forward  to  greater  and 
greater  heights  of  prosperity.  Australia’s  great  need  just  now  is  for  more 
population,  and  a ready  welcome  and  assured  success  await  all  those  who 
with  brains,  energy,  and  muscle  are  willing  to  come  and  make  their  homes 
in  the  “ land  of  the  Southern  Cross.” 


Electric  Car,  Perth  Tramways. 
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1 and  2.  Inside  and  Outside  View  of  Victorian  Suburban  Train. 
3.  Railway  Station,  Melbourne. 


Bv  Authority:  Albert  J.  MuUett,  Government  Printer,  Melbourne. 
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Information  concerning  AUSTRALIA 

may  be  obtained  on 

application  to : — 

In 

America  : Australian  Pavilion.  Panama 

Pacific  Exposition. 

NiEL  Nielson,  Esq., 

Trade  and  Immigration  Commissioner  for  N.S.W. 

\ 419  Market  Street, 

/ San  Francisco. 

F.  T.  A.  Fricke,  Esq., 

Land  and  Immigration  Agent  for  Victoria 

\ 687  Market  Street, 

J San  Francisco. 

In 

LONDON : 

The  High  Commissioner  for 

THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA 

1 72  Vi<£loria  Street, 

/ Westminster, 

IN 

AUSTRALIA : 

The  Secretary, 

DEPARTMENT  OF  EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS 

\ Collins  & Spring  Sts., 

/ Melbourne. 
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